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CURRENT	STATUS	OF		
CHINESE	MIGRATION	TO	THE	PHILIPPINES	

• More	than	3.5	million	Chinese	nationals	visited	
the	Philippines	from	2016	to	2018.	
Ø 2016	 	1.01	million	
Ø 2017	 	1.38	million	
Ø 2018	 	1.29	million	
2019 		-	Feb-March	345,000	
													

Source:	Bureau	of	Immigration	

A	 500%	 increase	 of	 tourist	
arrival	from	the	highest		peak	of		
226,000	in	2014.	

An	average	of	115,000	monthly	arrivals	

April	2019		-		139,177	Chinese	tourists	arrival,	a	29%	increase	compared	last	year	of	the	same	month	







In	2018,		the	Department	of	Tourism	registered	a	total	of	1,225,258		
Chinese	visitors	to	the	Philippines.	
	





CURRENT	STATUS	OF		
CHINESE	MIGRATION	TO	THE	PHILIPPINES	





• Most	of	the	Chinese	
nationals	came	from	
Mainland	China	(70%)	

• The	rest	came	from	
Hong	Kong,	Macau	
and	Taiwan	(30%)	

Source:	Bureau	of	Immigration	



ECONOMIC	EFFECTS	
Boosting	the	growth	of	Philippine	economy		

– Spending	by		Chinese	tourists	create	economic	
activities	
• Airlines,	travel,	and	transportation	industries	
• Hotels,	condos,	and	residential	places	
• Restaurants,	and	resorts	industries	
• Malls	and	convenient	stores	
	

	





•  Inbound	 tourism	 expenditures	 (expenditure	 of	 non-
resident	 visitors	 like	 foreign	 visitors	 and	 Filipinos	
permanently	residing	abroad)	within	the	Philippines,	
grew	 from	P311.7	billion	 in	2016	 	 to	P448.6	billion		
in	2017	(43.9%	increase).		

•  Inbound	 tourism	 expenditures	 	 reached	more	 than	
P600	billion	in	2017.	



Resident	 tourists	 spent	 the	 most,	 as	 domestic	 tourism	
expenditure	grew:		

P2.108	trillion	in	2016		
P2.645	trillion	in	2017	
P3.201	trillion	in	2018	



POLITICAL	IMPACTS	
•  Labor	disputes:	Chinese	nationals	“stealing”	jobs	meant	
for	Filipinos	

•  Partisan	politics:	Opposition	groups/Anti-PRRD	groups	
use	the	issue	against	Duterte	Administration.	Became	
subject	of	Senate	hearings.	

•  Diplomatic	Concerns:		Philippines-China	bilateral	ties	
being	questioned	







SOCIAL	COSTS	
• Reinvigoration	of	old	racial	tensions	
between	Chinese	nationals	and	Filipinos	

• Continuing	stigmatization	against	Tsinoy	
communities	

• Increasing	criminalization	associated	
with	Chinese	migration	











LAW	ENFORCEMENT	CONCERNS	

• Migration	problems	
– Overstaying	Chinese	nationals	
– Illegal	entries	
– Undocumented	Chinese	nationals	
– Illegal	workers/fraudulent	recruitments	
– Forced	labors	and	human/sex	trafficking	

	



Online	Gambling	

Arts,	Entertainment	
&	Recreation	
Construction	

Manufacturing	

Others	

71%	
7%	

11%	
6%	5%	

PROFILE	OF	CHINESE	WORKERS	IN	THE	PHILIPPINES	

Sources:		Department	of	Labor	and	Employment,	March	2019	
																		Bureau	of	Internal	Revenue,	Philippine	Amusement	and	Gaming	Corporations.	

Around	60	Philippine	Offshore	Gaming	Operators	
(POGOS)	received		permits	to	operate,	mostly	in	
Philippine	cities,	particularly	In	NCR,	under	the	
Duterte	Administration.	

More	than	45	POGOs	operate	E-Casinos.	
POGOs	provide	the	Philippine	government	an	annual	revenue	of	P6	billion.	



60	Active	Philippine	Offshore	Gaming	Operators	(POGOS)	

Source:	PAGCOR,	March	2019.	



More	than	100	sites	





	
For	the	period	2015	to	2018,	DOLE	
issued		a	total	of	169,893	AEPs	to	
foreign	nationals.			DOLE	issued	50.3%	
or	85,496	AEPs	to	Chinese	nationals.		
	
The	Bureau	of	Immigration	issued	
around	73,000	temporary	and	
permanent	work	visas	to	Chinese	
nationals	from	2016-2018.	
	
But	unofficial	sources	indicate	more	
than	400,000	Chinese	nationals	
already	working	in	the	Philippines.	
	
At	least	1.2	million	ethnic	Chinese	
have	obtained	Filipino	citizenship,	to	
date.	
	
	
		
	



Chinese	nationals	issued	with	AEP	
were	engaged	mostly	in	the	
following	industries:		
		
•  Administrative	and	support	
service	activities	–	38,578	or	
45.1%	

•  Arts,	entertainment	and	
recreation	-	13,409	or	15.7%		

•  Information	and	Communication	
-	8,705	or	10.2%	

•  Manufacturing	–	7,225	or	8.5%	
•  Construction	–	6.7%	
	







LAW	ENFORCEMENT	CONCERNS	

• Crimes	associated	with	kidnapping,	murder,	
homicide,	torture,	extortions,	loan-sharking,	
etc	

•  Illegal	online	gaming	and	cybercrimes	
• Human,	drugs	and	arms	smuggling/trafficking	











SECURITY	IMPLICATIONS	
Traditional	security	concerns:																
“Chinese	creeping	invasion	of	the	Philippines”?	



SECURITY	IMPLICATIONS	
Traditional	security	concerns:																
New	Chinese	migration	as	threat	to	
Philippine	national	security?	

• Threat	to	national	sovereignty?	
• Threat	to	territorial	integrity?	
• Threat	to	national	patrimony?	



SECURITY	IMPLICATIONS	
Non-traditional	security	concerns:										
Threats	to	Filipino	human	security	

– Labor	threats	
– Criminal	activities	(kidnapping,	loans	sharking,	murder,	
tortures,	etc)	

– Corruption	and	other	predatory	activities	
– Transnational	organized	crimes	

•  Trafficking	problems	(drugs,	human,	small	arms)	
• Cybercrime	



Tourist	Protection	
– The	Philippine	National	Police	has	tourist	police	officers	in	all	
major	tourist	destinations	in	the	Philippines	

– The	Police	Security	and	Protection	Group	(PSPG)	of	the	PNP	
is	mandated	to	ensure	the	safety	of	all	tourists	in	the	
Philippines.	

– The	Aviation	Security	Group	(ASG)	of	the	PNP	has	
deployment	in	all	airports	in	the	Philippines	to	ensure	safety	
of	all	tourists	and	passengers.	

GOVERNMENT	LAW	ENFORCEMENT	
MEASURES	AND	SECURITY	ARRANGEMENTS	



GOVERNMENT	LAW	ENFORCEMENT	
MEASURES	AND	SECURITY	ARRANGEMENTS	

In	accordance	with	international	
labor	standards	promulgated	by	
International	Labor	Organization		

Labor	Protection	



GOVERNMENT	LAW	ENFORCEMENT	
MEASURES	AND	SECURITY	ARRANGEMENTS	

Failure	to	report,	makes	it	very	
difficult	for	the	government	to	
protect.	

Labor	Protection	



• Protection	against	crimes	
– Index	crimes	(Murder,	Homicide,	Rape,	Theft,	Extortion,	
Kidnapping,	etc)	

– Non-index	crimes	(Illegal	drugs,	illegal	gambling,	illegal	
possession	of	firearms,	etc)	

– Transnational	crimes	(drug	trafficking,	human	
trafficking,	arms	smuggling,	etc)	

GOVERNMENT	LAW	ENFORCEMENT	
MEASURES	AND	SECURITY	ARRANGEMENTS	



Impacts on 
Philippines-China Relations 



Pursuing	further		bilateral	cooperation	in	the	
following	areas:	

– Tourism	relations	
– Labor	relations	and	migration	policies	(salaries	and	
welfare)	

– Law	enforcement	cooperation	against	transnational	
organized	crimes	

– Security	cooperation	for	border	protection	and	
protection	of	their	respective	nationals	





THANK YOU 


