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speaker and subject matter expert for international and national 
publics, including the Development Academy of the Philippines 
and National Defense College of the Philippines. She was a senior 
and associate editor of Asian Politics & Policy, associate editor of 
Social Science Diliman, and an issue editorof the Asian Studies 
Journal: Journal of Critical Perspectives on Asia. She edited and 
contributed in China Studies in the Philippines: Intellectual Paths 
and the Formation of a Field (2018). She also headed the 2016 
China Strategic Studies Program of the UP Center of Integrative 
and Development Studies.

Fr. Aristotle DY, SJ is the vice president of the Philippine 
Association for Chinese Studies. He earned a BS Management- 
Honors degree at the Ateneo de Manila University, before entering 
the Society of Jesus in 1993. After priestly ordination in 2004, 
he became the director of Jesuit Communications, and taught 
Chinese studies at the Ateneo de Manila University. He proceeded 
to earn a master’s in Buddhist studies from the University of Hong 
Kong, and a PhD in the Study of Chinese Buddhism from the 
University of London, returning to Manila in 2013. His research 
on Chinese Buddhism in the Philippines has been published in 
the Philippines and in international journals. He is currently the 
president of Xavier School, which has campuses in San Juan and 
Laguna. 

Jaime A. FLORCRUZ is an adjunct professor at Peking University 
and a veteran Chinawatcher. He was CNN’s Beijing bureau chief 
and correspondent, responsible for strategic planning of the 



network’s news coverage of China (2001-2014). He served as TIME 
Magazine’s Beijing bureau chief and correspondent (1982-2000) 
and Newsweek’s Beijing reporter (1981). He is considered the dean 
of the foreign press corps in Beijing, having been the longest-serving 
foreign correspondent in China until his retirement in 2015. He 
was a two-term president of the Foreign Correspondents’ Club 
of China (1988-90 and 1996-1999) and founding president of 
the Peking University International Students’ Alumni Association 
(2010-present). He co-authored Massacre at Beijing, a book about 
the 1989 Tiananmen protests (Warner Books, 1989) and Not On 
Our Watch, a book about campus journalists during the martial 
law years in the Philippines (2012). He received his BA in Chinese 
history from Peking University (1982) and majored in advertising 
at the Polytechnic University of the Philippines in 1971.

Benito LIM was an academic, policy expert, and media 
resource person. He taught political science and Asian studies 
at the University of the Philippines and, upon retirement, was a 
lecturer on Chinese studies at the Ateneo de Manila University. 
He wrote high-impact policy papers for the government think-
tank Philippine Center for Advanced Studies during the 
1970s. Professor Lim helped craft the proposal that led to the 
naturalization of thousands of alien Chinese born and living in 
the Philippines in 1975. He was a regular resource person on 
domestic politics, foreign policy, geopolitics, and security issues 
for local and international news outlets and think-tanks. He 
was a senior fellow at the Center for People Empowerment in 
Governance. He received his MA in Communications from the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Ellen H. PALANCA is a former president and current advisory 
council member of the Philippine Association for Chinese Studies. 
She spends her professional life mostly at the Ateneo de Manila 



University where she is now a professor emeritus. In the last few 
decades, she served as chair of the Department of Economics 
and later as the director of the Chinese Studies Program. Before 
her retirement, she helped set up the Confucius Institute at the 
Ateneo de Manila University in 2006 and has been the director of 
the Institute since then. Dr. Palanca fi nished a PhD in Economics 
at the University of the Philippines, Diliman. She was visiting 
professor at the Shanghai University of Finance and Economics 
for one school year (1985-1986) where she taught Western 
economics and international economics (very new courses then 
in China) to both graduate and undergraduate students. This 
10-month teaching stint allowed her to understand China and 
its people better and to truly realize the change that has happened 
there.

Lucio Blanco PITLO III is a Research Fellow at the Asia-Pacifi c 
Pathways to Progress Foundation and was a lecturer in the Chinese 
Studies Program at the Ateneo de Manila University and the 
International Studies Department at De la Salle University. He is 
also a contributing editor (Reviews) for Asian Politics & Policy. He 
is a member of the Board of Directors of the Philippine Association 
for Chinese Studies. He was a participant in numerous local 
and regional academic and Track Two discussions on maritime 
security and connectivity. His commentaries and opinion pieces 
on Philippineand ASEAN relations with major powers, notably 
China and the United States, regional connectivity, and maritime 
issues appear in the South China Morning Post, China-US Focus, 
Center for Strategic and International Studies’ Asia Maritime 
Transparency Initiative, and Asia Times. He obtained his Master of 
Laws from Peking University and is presently pursuing his MA in 
International Affairs at American University in Washington DC. 

Aurora ROXAS-LIM was a professor and dean at the University 



of the Philippines Asian Center (1994-1997); curator at the 
UP Vargas Museum (1988-1994); and deputy director of the 
Special Project in Archeology and Fine Arts of the Southeast Asia 
Ministries of Education Organization (1985-1986). She was also 
a lecturer of Chinese studies at the Ateneo de Manila University. 
Trained in English literature at the University of the Philippines, 
she took up MA in Humanities at the University of Chicago 
and went on to Cornell University for her doctoral studies in art 
history and archaeology of Southeast Asia, minor in Chinese art. 
She wrote numerous scholarly papers on art history, archaeology, 
trade ceramics, maritime history, and seafarers. She is a member 
of the UNESCO research committee on the art and archaeology 
of the Silk Route. She is one of the founding members of the 
Philippine Association for Chinese Studies, served as president 
(2001-2006) and was an editor of the PACS Newsletter.

Aileen SAN PABLO-BAVIERA was a professor of China studies 
and dean (2003-2009) at the Asian Center, University of the 
Philippines, Diliman (UPD). She was the founder, president, 
and CEO of the Asia-Pacifi c Pathways to Progress Foundation 
and editor-in-chief of Asian Politics & Policy (2010-2020). She 
also taught political science at the UPD and Ateneo de Manila 
University. She was an executive director of the Philippine-China 
Development Resource Center (1998-2001) and headed the 
Center for International Relations and Strategic Studies of the 
Foreign Service Institute (1993-1998). Dr. Baviera authored and 
edited numerous publications on contemporary China studies, 
ASEAN-China relations, regional integration, Asia-Pacifi c 
security, and maritime and territorial disputes. She received her 
BS in Foreign Service, cum laude (1979), MA in Asian Studies 
(1987), and PhD in Political Science (2003) from the UPD. She 
also studied the Chinese language at Beijing Language Institute 
(1982) and modern Chinese history at Peking University (1983).



Chito STA. ROMANA has lived in China for more than four 
decades, where he worked as a journalist and a diplomat.He 
was the former Beijing bureau chief for ABC News and covered 
major events in China, witnessing its transformation from a 
Third World country to a major world power. He is currently 
the Philippine Ambassador to China. He was appointed to this 
post by Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte in October 2016 
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