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INTRODUCTION

he Journal of Chinese Studies is a publication of the

Philippine Association for Chinese Studies (PACS). This
volume mainly contains the papers presented at the Sym-
posium on “New Directions in Philippines-China Relations”
held on October g, 2010 at the Conference Hall of the Fed-
eration Building in Muelle de Binondo, Manila.

The PACS was organized in 1987 when China was under-
going rapid socio-economic and political changes. Interest
on China and Chinese studies was high. Coinciding with the
rapid economic growth of China, there was also quite a lot of
misinformation and misunderstanding about China and the
Chinese overseas. Thus, a group of academicians and China
enthusiasts organized PACS. Among our key objectives are:

* To conduct research and stimulate discourse on major

issues related to China and the Chinese;

¢ Toinfluence policy-making in order to promote

Philippine national development, welfare of the Filipino
people and beneficial Philippine relations with China ;

* To promote mutual understanding between the ethnic

Chinese and Filipinos.

Since 1987, PACS has organized and co-organized sym-
posiums, fora and roundtable discussions on topics of spe-
cific concerns relating to China (including Taiwan and Hong
Kong), the Chinese overseas and the Chinese in the Philip-
pines. This symposium on “"New Directions in Philippines-
China Relations” is convened together with the Federation of
Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc.
(GEHE R HK44 ), the Federation of Filipino-Chinese Associa-
tions in the Philippines (FE{R IR & S BL & &), and Kaisa Para
Sa Kaunlaran, Inc. GEREE®E FEHS &) - three of the
most dynamic organizations in the Chinese-Filipino commu-
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nity, which promote better, complementary, and mutually
beneficial Philippines-China relations.

The joint effort and the choice of the venue is one way
of reaching out and introducing PACS to the mainstream so-
ciety and to the Chinese-Filipino community outside of the
academic circles.

Just before this volume went to press, the South China
Sea issue, a constant irritant in Philippines-China relations,
came into the limelight. To give a balanced general view
about the issue, we decided to add a paper from Dr. Aileen
Baviera to this volume.

PACS hopes that the symposium and the papers gath-
ered in this volume will be informative and enlightening for
all and will help clarify and enhance better understanding
of issues affecting Philippines-China relations. We likewise
hope that this volume and the topics covered will put our or-
ganization in the consciousness of a wider circle of people
interested in China and Chinese overseas.

Teresita Ang See

President

Philippine Association for Chinese Studies
October 2011
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WELCOME REMARKS

very good afternoon to everyone, and welcome to the

forum on “Exploring New Directions of Philippines-Chi-
na Relations.”

As we all know, the hostage fiasco of August 23 cast a
shadow over what was till then warm relations between
China and the Philippines. We saw from various media re-
ports and social commentaries how the incident adversely
affected the erstwhile mutual understanding and the posi-
tive perception between Filipinos and Chinese.

However, we believe that the adverse impact of the hos-
tage incident on relations between China and the Philippines
is short-term. The loss of trust and tolerance fanned by spec-
ulation in social media is temporary. In the long term, the
foundation of Sino-Philippines relations have not changed,
and the future remains bright.

After the incident, Ambassador Liu Jianchao quickly
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clarified that the hostage crisis will not affect the develop-
ment of China’s strategic partnership with the Philippines.
This fully shows China’s confidence in the future of bilateral
relations.

President Benigno S. Aquino Il himself hoped that the
incident would not harm bilateral relations, and expressed
willingness to shoulder responsibil.ty. This shows how much
importance the Philippines attaches to Sino-Philippines re-
lations, as well as the government’s sincerity in furthering it.

The temporary setback in bilateral relations will not
hinder the overall cood relations between the Philippines
and China. The long history of friendship and cooperation,
heartfelt affection and interdependence between the two
countries are solid foundations of this bilateral relations.

| hope that through discussions around the theme of
“Exploring New Directions in Philippines-China Relations”
and the in-depth issues explored by the distinguished guests
and scholars with us today, will deepen general understand-
ing and awareness of the true Philippines-China relationship.

| believe that this symposium will contribute greatly to
the promotion of friendly and prosperous relations between
the two countries.

I wish this symposium a success!

Thank you everyone!
Te Hong Tat

President
Federation of Filipino-Chinese Associations
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CLOSING REMARKS

Apleasant good afternoon to everyone. On behalf of
the organizers and the Federation of Filipino-Chinese
Chambers of Commerce, allow me to sincerely thank you for
gracing this symposium with your presence.

This meaningful symposium, | am sure, has richly en-
riched and benefited the scholars, researchers and China
watchers, business people and members of civil society who
gathered together here.

| am especially thankful to the Philippine Association for
Chinese Studies, the Federation of Filipino-Chinese Associa-
tions and the Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran, our co-convenors of
this successful symposium.

Special gratitude is extended to the speakers in this
symposium who shared their valuable research and insights
on the new directions in Philippines-China relations.

Philippines-China relations has reached an all time high
the past few years and the trade exchanges between the two
countries has reached new levels. The mutual exchanges in
agriculture, education, technology and culture has also been
unprecedented and all these developments have brought in-
calculable benefits to our two nations.

The unique position of the Chinese-Filipino community,
in particular, enables it to look at the above positive devel-
opments with great optimism. As we explore the new direc-
tions in Philippines-China relations, we greatly resolve to
help strengthen the great partnership between the Philip-
pines and China.

Thank you!

Dr. Alfonso A. Uy

President

Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, Inc.



